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can thus detect some of the opinions and ways of thought
current in the Oxford schools.    Unlike the monasteries,
they appear as centres of all fresh developments; unlike
the  court, they were  the  means by which  a  student
learned to distinguish with some precision the relativeM
importance of the various issues which would crop up from
day to day in diocesan work;   in short, they were an
inspiring   preparation   for   the   essential   work   of the"
bishop.
It is not, of course, suggested that all graduates benefited
equally from the training provided by the schools. Grosse-
teste was exceptional, and few of the magistri who had known
him in the schools, and thereafter were promoted to bishop-
rics, were comparable to him in influence or earnestness.
For with the magistri^ as with the curiales, differences in career
and social background, in temperament and native ability,
would neutralize the effect of similar professional training.
M. Nicolas Farnham moved in court circles; John Clipping
and Stephen Berkstedwere unassuming local menc viri mirae
simplicitatis et innocentiae V Cantilupe and Suffield were
members of important families; * Grosseteste and Richard
Wych had nothing but their reputation as churchmen, and
their learning, to recommend them. Such distinctions are
obvious; and it is an obvious consideration also that ill
health induced two of the most famous scholars in the
episcopate to retire before they had an opportunity to make
their name as bishops; Ralph Maidstone, it is interesting
to note, to satisfy his earlier desire of becoming a Francis-
can,3 Nicolas Farnham *ut quietius et liberius fructus
carperet contemplationis ',4. . . < to await his end free from
the clamour of suits and appeals '.5
But of the thirty bishops among the magistri who were
appointed after St. Edmund of Abingdon, at least eight
achieved some distinction for their lives as bishops, or for
1 Ann. Mon. iv. 103, 312. Climping and Berksted and Pagham are Sussex
villages in the neighbourhood of Chichester.
* Cf. for Cantilupe, Appendix C, Pt. II5 for Suffield, F. Blomefield, Topo-
graphicall$stoiy<)f Norfolk, iiL 489; VL 514-15;.
3  Mowfaenta Franciscana, i. 58 j Matt. Paris, Hist, dngtarum, ii, 374; A. G.
Little, Grey Friars of Oxford, p. 182.
4  Chran. Maj, v. 650.                                    * Ibid. v. 54*1